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. OMB No. 1894-0003
U.S. Department of Education Exp. 021282011

Grant Performance Report (ED 524B)
Executive Summary

PR/Award #: H323A050004

Illinois State Personnel Development Grant: Closing the Gap through Research-Based Professional Development

Illinois ASPIRE (Alliance for School-based Problem-solving and Intervention Resources in Education) is the Illinois
State Board of Education (ISBE) SPDG project. The overarching goal of Illinois ASPIRE, as stated in the original federal
grant proposal, is to: Establish and implement a coordinated, regionalized system of personnel development that will
increase the capacity of school systems to provide early intervening services, aligned with the general education
curriculum, to at-risk students and students with disabilities, as measured by improved student progress and performance.

The project goal is being accomplished through four project objectives, for which anticipated outcomes were identified in
the original grant application, as detailed below.

1. Deliver research-based professional development and technical assistance, based on an established training framework
developed through the Flexible Service Delivery and Standards Aligned Classroom initiatives, through development
of regional plans that follow a common format and criteria established at the state level and are prepared in a
partnership of local education agencies (LEAs), institutes of higher education (IHEs), regional providers, and parents.
Anticipated Outcomes:
= Increased knowledge and skills of personnel and parents.
= Improved school performance, as measured by student performance, retention rates, suspension/expulsion, etc.
= Improved student performance, as measured by state assessment scores (especially in reading), etc.
= Increased number of educators and parents with current information and up-to-date knowledge and skills

regarding improving results for individuals with disabilities.

2. Increase the participation of parents in decision-making across district sites.

Anticipated Outcomes:

= Increased opportunity for parent input into regional professional development, as measured by the content of
professional development for parents.

= Improved parent awareness of training components and increased involvement in students’ educational progress
and achievement, as measured by parent surveys.

= Increased parental participation in meetings for individual students, as measured by a sampling of problem-
solving meeting notes and IEPs at the building level.

3. Incorporate the professional development content into IHE general and special education preservice curricula.
Anticipated Outcomes:
» Increased knowledge and skills of IHE personnel, as measured by evaluation forms.
s Increased preservice training on knowledge and skills required to design and implement early intervening
services, as measured by preservice curricula content.

4. Evaluate the effectiveness of project activities.
Anticipated Outcomes:
* Formative data and information are available and used to evaluate progress of project activities and to continually
improve project implementation.
= Accurate student-, school-, and district-level data are available and used to measure progress.
»  Summative data provide accurate information on project effectiveness.

Key accomplishments under each objective during the current grant period include:

Objective |: The four regional Illinois ASPIRE Centers established in the first year of the grant (one in the city of
Chicago and one each in the northern, central, and southern areas of the state) continued to provide training, technical
assistance, and coaching services in 2009-2010. In terms of training, the regional centers used the project training
modules developed in prior years to conduct 84 small- and large-scale training events and 72 technical assistance
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activities throughout the state. A total of 8,652 people (total is not unduplicated) participated in the training and technical
assistance activities during the reporting period.

The technical assistance activities included coaches’ networking meetings, which were conducted as a means of
increasing the amount of support available for school and district problem-solving coaches throughout the state. In
addition, three of the lllinois ASPIRE regional centers (north, central, and south) continued to provide training and
support for the 80 external coaches recruited in February 2009 to scale up and enhance the sustainability of the project. In
2009-2010, these 80 individuals committed a portion of their time to serve as external coaches for districts in their areas
and received coaching support from the ASPIRE regional coordinators via in-person meetings, conference calls, e-mails,
and job shadowing.

Overall, there are now 65 schools across 41 districts serving as data collection sites under Illinois ASPIRE. The

65 schools comprise | high school, 3 middle schools, and 61 elementary schools. Fifty-seven of the elementary schools
serve students in at least grades K-3, while the other four serve students in grades K-2 only. All sites collect and report
building-level data for project evaluation. School year 2009-2010 was the fourth year of participation for 28 of the
schools, the third year for 19 of the schools, and the second year for the remaining 18 schools. The level of direct
technical assistance from Illinois ASPIRE to the third- and fourth-year schools was significantly reduced as their internal
coaches continued to assume greater responsibility in the implementation process. In addition to the aforementioned
training, each of the 65 sites received some level of onsite consultation and technical assistance (based on their levels of
implementation), including coaching and mentoring from Illinois ASPIRE staff and their own district coaches. Key
performance results associated with these sites include:

= Ofthe 65 schools, 38 submitted the Self-Assessment of Problem Solving Implementation (SAPSI) in fall 2009. The
SAPSI assesses the degree of implementation of the problem-solving and Rtl process at the building level, as self-
reported by schools. Of the 38 data collection sites, 97 percent demonstrated a level of “achieved” or maintaining”
with regard to implementation of knowledge and skills gained through participation in lllinois ASPIRE.

= SAPSI results show that the overall level of implementation of key problem-solving practices has increased in all 38
of the responding school sites over time. Specifically, the 38 sites that submitted SAPSIs reported being at the “in
progress” level on 31.5 percent of the SAPSI items, at the “achieved” level on 29 percent of the items, and at the
“maintaining” level on 38 percent of the items. In 2008-2009, responding sites reported the following: “in progress’
on 47 percent of SAPSI items, “achieved” on 30 percent of the items, and “maintaining” on 18 percent of the items.
Thus, the data from 2009-2010 demonstrate significant growth (20 percentage points) in the percentage of key
problem-solving and Rtl practices that the schools are implementing at the “maintaining” level.

=  Analysis of grade 3 reading results on the 2008-2009 Illinois Standards Achievement Test for 25 of the then third-year
Illinois ASPIRE schools shows that 71.93 percent of students scored at the “meets” or “exceeds” levels. Data from
26 matched comparison schools show that 69.23 percent of students were at these levels. Thus, it would appear that
schools that have received Illinois ASPIRE training and onsite technical assistance had a somewhat higher percentage
of students who met or exceeded the state reading standards than did the comparison schools.

2

Objective 2: In 2009-2010, membership of the SPDG Statewide Advisory Committee continued to include a
representative of the Illinois Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) and a parent of a child with a disability. Each Illinois
ASPIRE Center also continued to have one or more parent partners on its regional advisory committee, and these partners
have been active participants in project activities. Most schools in the Illinois ASPIRE-Chicago region have at least one
parent on their school teams who participates in project training. Many of the school sites in all four ASPIRE regions
have convened parent meetings that include information on school-based problem solving, early intervening services, and
Rtl as a topic.

Assessment of parent involvement occurred through the SAPSI and the Parent Survey. Of the 38 data collection schools
that submitted SAPSIs, approximately 60 percent reported being at the “achieved” or “maintaining” level in terms of
parent involvement in implementation of student interventions. This represents an increase of 22 percentage points over
2008-2009, when 38 percent of schools were at the “achieved” or “maintaining” levels on this item. Based on final parent
survey data from 2009-2010, 87 percent of responding parents felt they were actively involved in the problem-solving
process. Further, more than 80 percent of the parents who responded felt that the communication and overall satisfaction
with the problem-solving team meetings were positive.
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Obijective 3: Each regional lllinois ASPIRE Center continues to include one or more IHE with personnel preparation
programs as a partner. Approximately 10 IHE faculty attended one or more [llinois ASPIRE training events during this
reporting period. The dean of the college of education of the largest teacher preparation institute in Illinois is a member of
the statewide project advisory committee. The Illinois ASPIRE regional evaluators completed a review of course syllabi
for selected educator preparation programs at the partnering IHEs to determine the degree to which Rtl content is included
in preservice and graduate coursework and field placements. Overall, the results of this review showed low levels of
implementation of Rtl content in IHE educator preservice and graduate coursework.

Objective 4: The Center for School Evaluation, Intervention, and Training (CSEIT) at Loyola University Chicago
continues to coordinate the statewide project evaluation. In addition, each regional Illinois ASPIRE Center employs a
part-time regional evaluator responsible for overseeing data collection within the participating schools. During this
reporting period, all of the key evaluation tools were administered (SAPSI, Data Protocol, Parent Survey, Fidelity of
Implementation Checklist, IHE Checklist). All of the tools are available for downloading on the CSEIT website at
http://www .luc.edu/cseit/aspireprogramcoordinator.shtml.

As detailed here, ISBE and its regional partners continued to make progress in carrying out the Illinois SPDG project plan.
The regional lllinois ASPIRE Centers provide the primary infrastructure for implementation of the project and they
delivered a full complement of training, technical assistance, and coaching services during this reporting period. The
continuing data collection sites have made progress in their levels and fidelity of implementation as a result of their
participation in the project training and technical assistance. Partnerships involving LEAs, IHEs, and parents have played
a key role in project activities to date. Finally, all key elements of the project evaluation system structure are in place,
which will ensure that quantitative and qualitative data are collected and used to determine project effectiveness and
impact on student and school outcomes.
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